
 THE BENGE BULLETIN  Winter 2014 

 

 In this Winter edition of the Benge Bulletin, we want to review the opportunities He gave us for 
ministry in 2013 and to preview what lies ahead in 2014 as the Lord wills.  But first, a few facts from 

the Slavic world:   

 

Did you know that…    

1. Christmas in the Slavic world is observed on January 7th. 

2. According to Slavic folklore, “Father Frost” (Santa Claus) visits each family on 
New Year’s Eve! 

3. The famous “Carol of the Bells” was composed by Ukrainian composer, 
Mykola Dmytrovych Leontovych, who was later murdered by a Soviet agent in 
1921. 

 

 

 
 
Looking back at 2013: 

Jerry: 

1. Teaching in six courses at Kyiv Theological Seminary: Pastoral Ministry; Introduction 
to Pastoral Leadership; Biblical Counseling; Homiletics (Preaching) 1; Current Issues 
in Counseling (in the M.A. program in Biblical Counseling); and Exposition of the 
Psalms.  

2. Teaching courses at Bible Colleges in Sumy and L’viv: Dynamics of Spiritual Growth 
and Exposition of the Psalms. 

3. Conducting several local church conferences for church leaders, families, or young 
adults in Ternopil, Khust, Chernivtsi, Bela Tserkva, Kyiv, and Volodarsk-Volynskiy. 

4. Various  discipleship opportunities with seminary students, pastors and others and a 
new “bookstore ministry” at KTS. 

5. Initiating the translation and printing of 1500 copies of The Trellis and the Vine  (by 
Colin Marshall and Tony Payne) This strategic book practically lays out what it means 
for pastors to equip lay leaders for ministry.  Praise God for a generous donor who 
helped to make this dream a reality! 

Kellie:  

1. Teaching weekly in an advanced ESL (English as a second language) 
group with young professionals. 

2. Traveling with Jerry and meeting some of his student’s wives and 
people in their churches. 

3. Teaching ESL at our local Christian school for children of missionaries 
and diplomats. 

4. Encouraging various young wives and mothers, missionaries and 
Ukrainians. 

5. Serving as financial administrative assistant for our SEND language 
school as a support to our team as well as other mission agencies who 
depend on our school for language training.  

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your    

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now….              Phil. 1:4-5 

С Новым Годом!! (Happy New Year!)  

Biblical counseling class at KTS (October). 

Kellie teaching at Kyiv Christian Academy. 



Contact Information: 

jwbenge@gmail.com 

www.sendbenge.com 

Praises: Thank the Lord with us that: 

♦ For the opportunities that God gave us to serve in 2013. 

♦ For growing evidence of God’s working in the lives of students, preparing them to take the reins of leadership in the 
Ukrainian church.  

♦ For God’s grace to Kellie’s family in the recent home-going of her father. (More on this on our blog at 
www.sendbenge.com).  

 

Requests: Pray with us for: 

♦ For political stability and a spiritual awakening in Ukraine. 

♦ For us as we seek to carry out the goals God has given us for 2014 (See above). 

♦ For safety and efficient scheduling of meetings during our upcoming home service. 
 

 

Looking ahead to 2014: 
 

Jerry: 

1. To improve the contextualization of my classroom teaching as I grow in understanding 
the nuances of Slavic culture. 

2. To identify and begin to train 2-3 Ukrainians that will eventually teach Pastoral Minis-
try and Biblical Counseling. 

3. To expand my Russian vocabulary by 20%.  

4. To facilitate the completion of 30,000 copies of the Gospel tract, “Two Ways to Live” 
and to initiate an effort in translating and printing Cross Talk (by Michael Emlet) into 
Russian (This Gospel-centered book is a great tool for pastors and counselors). 

 

 

Kellie: 

1. To support and assist my husband in his teaching ministry. 

2. To continue to  look for ways to support our local team of missionaries in Kiev.   

3. To maintain and look for new relationships to develop with the goal of sharing 
the gospel. 

 

Both: To visit and report to our supporting churches during our home service from 
March 26  to August 26, 2014!! 
 

Thank you for your faithful prayers and support for the promotion of the Gospel in the Russian-speaking world. May God 
richly bless you as you look back to God’s promises kept at Bethlehem and Golgotha and look forward to His promises yet 
to come! 

 

 

Together for the sake of 

the Gospel, 

Jerry and Kellie Benge 

 

 

Jerry preaching recently at  
Volodarsk-Volynskiy.  

 Jerry at a conference in Chernivtsi on                       
How People Change (December). 

 Please pray for Ukraine! Please pray for us! 


