
9 Marks training for Slavic pastors at 
Capitol Hill Baptist Church (May 9-21)  
 

  

 

The first two months of 2018 were filled with several teaching opportunities: Two 
courses at KTS (Pastoral Epistles and How to Study the Psalms); participation in 
homiletics training in partnership with the Charles Simeon Trust (which also took 
place at KTS); and leading a conference on “The 9 Marks of a Healthy Church” with 
30 church planters (and their wives) from Ukraine and Kazakhstan. We praise the 
Lord for their enthusiastic response to God’s Word.  It is also our hope that this 
will be the first of many more of these kinds of conferences in Ukraine.  

To that I end, I left Kiev in early March (Kellie had already departed two weeks 
earlier for the birth of grandchild #7) with the intent not only of reporting to our 
supporting churches, but preparing for what will be our third and final term of 
service in Ukraine.  

Part of that preparation occurred in May when I attended a 9Marks Weekender (a 
4 day training conference for pastors at Capitol Hill Baptist Church in Washington, 
DC). I was one of 120 pastors from the US and a few other countries. Overlapping 
with that conference was a 9 day intensive training course for Russian-speaking 
pastors. So not only did I have the opportunity to be sharpened for life and 
ministry through powerful teaching and modeling by men who love the Gospel, 
but I was able to do so with dear pastor friends from Ukraine and Russia. It 
provided opportunity to talk about how we can work together as God’s 
instruments to promote biblically healthier churches that more and more reflect 
the glory of our Savior to a watching world. I left with a heart full of conviction 
about my own need for greater dependence on Christ, but full of joy and hope 
about the opportunity to work more closely with these like-minded brothers 
promoting a Gospel-centered network in Ukraine.  
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KTS students at work in Psalms class 



  
 

 
July      22:   Wellspring Bible Church in Waterford, MI 
        22-25:   SEND North American Conference (MI)
  
        28-29:   First Baptist, Bad Axe, MI 
 

Aug.    1-7:   Week with grandkids in Louisville, KY 
        12/19:   Finish home service at Cornerstone 
        21-22:   Departure from Detroit, arrival in Kiev. 
 
 
          
                     Baptist Church, Roseville, MI 
 21:    Return to Kiev, Ukraine  
  
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Kellie’s Korner: The challenge 

of living in two worlds. 

 

What’s ahead? 

Join us in praising God for: 

 God has given us 7 precious grandkids with 

whom we’ve been able to spend quality time. 

 God is raising up more shepherds in Ukraine 

who are committed to developing biblically 

healthy, reproducing churches. 

 Your partnership with us. 

Pray with us for: 

 Development of a Gospel-centered network of 

pastors for ongoing training, resourcing, and 

mutual encouragement. 

 Spirit-directed intentionality in our final term (2 

Tim. 2:2). 

 Resolution of some moderately concerning 

health issues for both of us.  

 Our middle son, Joel, that he would draw near 

to Christ and find joy in Him alone. 

 We are at 97% of required support (for which 

we praise the Lord), but still lack $65 per month.  

 

Praises and Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact us at:                                                                                                            
E-Mail: Jerry: jwbenge@gmail.com  Kellie: kellie.benge@gmail.com                                                             
Home phone: (586) 441-4686      

 

 
Had a great time of fellowship with Ukrainian 
pastor, Nickolay Skopych. He and 29 other Slavic 
pastors studied at the 9Marks intensive training 
at Capitol Hill Baptist in May (see p. 1). 

There is always anticipation as I pack and get ready to come back to the US from 
Ukraine—reuniting with family and friends. We usually have things planned like 
family vacations and times to spend with our grandchildren. We have to make 
each moment count because we are putting a year of visiting, getting medical 
evaluations and reporting to 13 churches into 5 months and 12,000 miles! It’s 
always a busy, exhausting time, but it is spent in the familiar and comfortable 
environment of home.  Along with this refreshment both social, mental and 
spiritual, there is the frustration of living with a constantly changing schedule 
and the nagging feeling of discontent as I know that I will be leaving in a few 
short months. 

At the beginning of my stay, I am reintroduced to the abundance and comfort of 
living in the States. But about month 4, I begin seriously considering my return. 
As I ponder the people that I love there and the goals that we are seeking to 
accomplish for Christ’s kingdom, I cultivate a fresh longing to get back to our 
home in Kiev. 

I think that this is preparing me well for the reality that we all face: while living 
here in this world, we must not take our eyes off our real home in eternity. 
with our Savior.  

 

 

 

Our American family 

Our “Ukrainian grandson” 
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