
Taras and one of his “building projects” 
 

  

Last month’s graduation ceremonies at Kiev Theological Seminary provided an 
opportunity to reflect on and celebrate what God is doing to raise up the next generation 
of spiritual leaders in Ukraine.  One of the great blessings of training present and future 
leaders in Ukraine is seeing how God’s Spirit uses His Word to shape their lives and 
ministries.  

One such student is church planter, Valera Kozyk from Chernivtsi (in western Ukraine). 
He will be finishing our Pastoral Leadership program next year. When he first came to 
KTS, he knew very little about expository preaching.  Over the past four years, he has 
grown in his hunger and passion for God’s Word in a way that has influenced his young 
congregation to bear fruit in their lives and through their witness to their community. 
The result is a vibrant congregation that is experiencing both qualitative and 
quantitative growth. Recently, Kellie and I had Valera and his worship team in our home 
and witnessed firsthand the infectious enthusiasm of his Gospel-driven leadership. He is 
a good example of the truth that healthy churches start with leaders who are committed 
to biblically feeding and leading their sheep. Please pray for him, his family, and his 
church that they will remain steadfast in their commitment to Christ. And pray that God 
will continue to “raise up shepherds” in Ukraine “after [His] own heart who will feed 
God’s people with knowledge and understanding” (Jeremiah 3:15). 

Another opportunity to see ministry firsthand is by doing seminars and conferences in 
the churches of our KTS students. Recently we were in Rivne with PL church planter, 
Taras Yaremchuk to train several aspiring young preachers about “Preaching with 
Purpose.” I spent a Saturday with them discussing how to interpret and apply a passage 
to their audience. These young men have the same passion for learning and doing God’s 
Word that characterizes their pastor. His joyful, Gospel-centered ministry is bearing 
much fruit in the lives of the people. Just like the house he is gradually building for his 
family (it will take up to 10 years!), church-planting in Ukraine requires faithful 
perseverance. Pray for him and both of his “building projects.” 
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July        5:   Preaching at International Church in Kiev 
          6-11:   ESL Evangelistic Camp (Carpathian Mts.) 
             z12:   Outreach Seminar at Light of the  
                     Gospel Church 
        21-28:   ESL Evangelistic Camp in Sumy 
 

Aug.17-21:   SEND Ukraine Missionary Conference in                                
                     Ivano-Frankivsk with Pastor Bob Johnson  
          
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

Telling God’s Story 
(Doing everyday evangelism) 

What’s ahead? 

Join us in praising God for: 

 Karissa’s recent marriage to Tim McKay. 

 God is raising up biblical shepherds who 

understand how to care for God’s sheep. 

 Teaching and discipleship opportunities at 

KTS, other colleges, and local churches. 

 Your partnership with us. 

Pray with us for: 

 Gospel conversations with Luba and Seva. 

Seva will be coming to stay with us for a 

couple of days in late July! 

 Ongoing growth in pastors and church 

leaders (see p.1). 

 Jerry’s desire to develop teaching ministries 

for local churches that address biblical 

church unity, mentoring, and evangelism. 

 The ongoing geo-political challenges in 

eastern Ukraine. 

 

Praises and Requests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27-29:  Conference on Preaching in Chernivtsi 
 

Contact us at:                                                                                                            
E-Mail: jwbenge@gmail.com    Home phone: (586) 441-4686     
Website: http://www.sendbenge.com                                              

 

 

Young preachers at Rivne practicing 
biblical exegesis with Jerry 

Kellie has had the opportunity to build a relationship with a neighbor in our 
apartment complex, named Luba (a Russian nickname for “love.”) Luba is a 
pensioner who has had a difficult life. She lost a child when she was young and 
later was abandoned by her husband. Now in her 60’s, she struggles to survive on a 
public pension of just $50 per month (a common dilemma for most pensioners 
here). Her biggest challenge is her loneliness. Yet, God is using her thirst for 
community to open the door for Kellie to be her friend and to introduce her to the 
Friend who is like no other. Please pray for Kellie in her daily conversations that she 
will speak with clarity and compassion.  

A tool that Kellie is using is a brochure called The Story. Most of you already know 
that we have printed 30,000 of these along with an additional 30,000 of 2 Ways to 
Live into Russian. We have already distributed several thousand copies of these 
brochures. But we see the need to train Ukrainian pastors and church members on 
how to have ongoing conversations with unbelievers. By God’s grace, we have been 
given the rights from Spreadtruth.com to use their outstanding and extensive 
training materials to help people share the Gospel through conversation that 
presents the Scriptures as God’s moving story of Creation, Fall, Rescue and 
Restoration. Pray for us as we devote ourselves to this task this summer. And check 
out the Story app for iOS and Android phones at ViewTheStory.com 
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