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Greetings: From your missionaries serving in Ukraine! 
 
In this edition of the Benge Bulletin, we will spend less space telling and 
more space showing you what has been going on this summer.  So enjoy the 
pictures as they give you a slice of our lives and ministries for the last few 
weeks. As always, we thank God and you for the partnership that so many of 
you have formed with us in prayer and financial support.  

 
Family Update:  Unforgettable Family Reunion!! 
 
After nearly a year since we had last been together as a family, God 
graciously allowed our children (Jeremy and his wife, Michelle, Joel, 
Karissa, and our grandson, Maddox) to join us in Ukraine for 2 weeks in 
June.  We had a wonderful time together that included a 2 ½ day excursion 
to Lviv in the western part of Ukraine, a visit to downtown Kyiv, and mainly 
just hanging out together and enjoying family fellowship. We ate together, 
played together, prayed together, and shared our present and future plans 
together. While the inevitable time to say “goodbye” came too soon, we 
rejoice in the time we had and how God has been working in each of our 
children’s lives. God has graciously erased any doubts raised by the impact 
of our being separated from each other by so many miles while reminding us 
of His nearness and overwhelming love.  
 

Ministry Update:  Serving at Grace Camp of Sumy 
 
Most recently, Kellie and I spent about  2 ½ weeks serving at the 
church camp owned and operated by the Grace Church of Sumy. 
Sumy is a city of 300,000 located about 5 hours NE of Kiev, close to 
the Russian border. This former Young Pioneers camp (the Soviet 
version of the Boys Scouts) used to teach Communist propaganda to 
young people, but today it is used for evangelizing young people in 
the summer as well as training young adults for Christian leadership 
throughout the rest of the year.  Because there is much new 
construction going on 
as well as older 
structures in need of 
repair and upkeep, we 
spent much of our time 
cleaning and painting.  
There was also much 

opportunity for practicing Russian, preaching several times to 
the campers, and observing our daughter as she ministered  to 
the Ukrainian children and teens. God is good! 

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your    

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now….              Phil. 1:4-5 

We took our kids on a brief excursion to 
Ukraine’s most beautiful  city, Lviv, near 
the western border with Poland.  

Grace Camp of Sumy, formerly a communist youth 
camp, now is used to evangelize and disciple Ukrain-
ian young people.  
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God has given our daughter, Karissa,  an evident love for 

children  



Praise Reports:  
• A great time with our family . 
• We have settled on a church where we can wor-

ship and serve. 
• Profitable time of camp ministry in Sumy. 
 
Prayer Requests:  
• For Karissa as she transitions to a new major in 

nursing. 
• Direction as we get involved in body life ministry 

at Fairhaven Church. 
• SEND Ukraine area conference in August—for 

personal renewal and growth in team relation-
ships. 

Several days were spent painting different structures like this bridge… …and this gazebo.  Don’t worry, the paint here has already dried!  

Jerry preached to the teen campers. This message focused 

on the Gospel.  

Several campers (along with one of the cooks) made pro-

fessions of faith!  

During our time in Sumy, Grace Church had a baptismal service in the………....Sumy River. A great witness to the many townspeople who 

were picnicking on the river bank  that weekend!  

Did You Know?:  Religious faiths of Ukrainians  

Orthodox    Greek Catholic   Protestant      Muslim    Roman Catholic   Other 
     77.3%                   16.5%                       2.4%               0.7%                   0.5%                   2.8% 


