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In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of your    

partnership in the gospel from the first day until now….              Phil. 1:4-5 

Seminar on Spiritual Growth in Ternopil (SW Ukr.)                    

Exposition of Psalms class at KTS  

   Class on Spiritual Growth in Sumy (NE Ukraine)                         

Preaching in Chapel at KTS  

International students’ retreat near Kiev                         

Couples’ retreat in Chernivtsi (SW Ukraine) 

      Kellie’s ESL (English as second language) Class   

This edition of the Benge Bulletin will give you a fresh perspective of 

life and ministry in Ukraine by using less writing and more pictures 

along with the observations of our American friends who recently 

visited us. The pictures on this page give you a glimpse of our ministry 

for the last four months as we have sought to promote the Gospel to 

those without Christ and explain the implications of the Gospel to 

those who are in Christ. The testimony on the second page will give 

you “fresh eyes” on what is happening here in Ukraine! 



Contact Information: 

jwbenge@gmail.com 

www.sendbenge.com 

 

 

Greetings to the friends and supporters of the Benge’s from Tony & Joyce Griffin.   

We have been involved with the Benge’s work in Kiev for nearly five years now.  We have had the distinct pleasure of 

helping out with their website, e-mail subscriber’s database and the Benge Bulletin newsletter. 

We experienced first hand how helpful sound biblical counseling is in the life of believers as we were recipients of Biblical 

Counseling from Jerry approximately five years ago during a very difficult time in our marriage.  From the day that Jerry 

and Kellie left for Kiev we had a strong desire to come and visit them.  Thanks to God’s provision we were able to do so 

this past May and would like to share a few pictures and thoughts with you. 

While with the Benge’s in Kiev we were able to share a testimony at the church 

they attend of how God was pleased to use biblical counseling to restore our 

marriage.  It was the first time we spoke via an interpreter which both of us 

found to be a very unique experience and at times challenging. 

On Tuesday evening we gave testimony again of the power of biblical counsel-

ing to a group of Jerry’s Seminary students.  The students also shared with us 

about themselves, their families, ministries and future goals.  We were very 

touched and blessed during this time. 

Jerry and Kellie were very gracious hosts and were able to take some time from their busy 

schedules to show us several sites in Kiev including the Lavra (considered the most holy site by 

the Ukrainian Orthodox church) and the Famine Museum.  Joyce and I must not have paid 

attention in our history classes as neither one of us can remember learning about the atrocities 

committed to the people of Ukraine during the 

various man-made famines of the 19th century.  

Especially horrible was the one during 1943 and 

1944 when, due to Soviet seizure of Ukrainian 

produced grain and other commodities, be-

tween four and eight million people starved to 

death. 

We were also very blessed to meet and fellowship with other missionaries 

serving at the Seminary including Rick and Marilyn Perhai, Rich and 

Cheri Strom as well as Andy and Holly Rist. Their burden, love and com-

mitment to the students is clearly evident and it shows in the lives of 

those students we met while at the Seminary.   

Praises: Thank the Lord with us that: 

♦ Growing relationships with students and their churches.  

♦ Several opportunities for evangelizing/training Ukrainians.  

♦ God is raising up some faithful men to mentor (2 Tim. 2:2).  

♦ Seed of the Gospel sown in the lives of some ESL students. 
 
Requests: Pray with us for: 

♦ Pastors who are committed to biblical priorities (vs. tradition). 

♦ Wisdom as we evaluate our ministry opportunities so we can focus on strengthening mentoring relationships. 

♦ Our son, Joel and his fiancé, Rachel, as they prepare for marriage (July 6) and ministry together. 

♦ For the wife (Sherri) and family of Bob Divozzo, one of our SEND teammate who went home to be with Christ after a 
sudden heart attack. 

Sharing a testimony with our interpreter Aigerim 

Statue at the Famine Museum 

With the Benge’s and the Rist family 


